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“Tagged’ Sponge
Beeps If Doctors
Leave It Behind

Reuters News Sereice

CHICAGO--Techtwology that helps air-
lines keep track of baggage and sounds
an alarm when a shoplifter tries to exif a
store may be able 10 prevent surgeons
from leaving a sponige inside u patient, a
study found.

Doctors at Stunford University School
of Medicine who tested spehges embad-
ded with radio-frequeney identification
Litgs said the systemn accuretely alertndd
surgeens when they deliberately left a
spange inside & tempararily closed surgi
cal site and waved a detector wand ovar
it,

Al they suid lhe size of the chips
s~ about 0.R of an inch- was too large
and would need to be reduced to be practi-
ral ou sponges and surgical instruments.

Alox Mucario, a physician and profes-
sor of anesthesia who lad the study, said

the future probably will see a combing-

tion of tags and other techniques such as
counting Instrignents and spoages beforn
and after an operatlon. )

“We need a system that is really fail-
safe; where, regardless of how people
usg this technnlogy, the patient doesn’t
leave the operating room with 4 refained
foreign body,” he said,

The Stanford study, published in this
week's Archives of Surpery, involved
eight patients. It was funded by the Nu-
tional Institutes of Health and & grant
from the Small Business Innovation Re-
search prograt, usihg sponges devel-

oped by ClearConnt Medieal Solutions

Inc. of Pittshurgh.

Lir. Macario has no financial interests
in ClearCount but two of the study's eo-
authors own several patems related to
tagged sponges and work for the com-
pany.

The tags emit an identifying signal
when prompted by g radio signal. Such
tags are widespreaf commercially for
usts ranging from lugpage tracking and
preventing curtency from heing counter-
feited to shoplift-loss pratection And auto-
mated highway tall collection.

One carlier study found that medical
prysonnel left foreign objects, most often
sponged, igslde a patient's body in one
mit of gvery 10000 surgeries, cansing
rofnplications that can inelude death.

Page 1





