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'Tagged' Sponge 
Beeps If Doctoss 
I,eave It Behind 

, - 
Rwter? Nrton Sxn,icc 

CtlICACiU--TrcXll~ulrlgy that helps ;tip 
lines keep trnrk of baggage and sounds 
an alarm when 11. shoplifter trim to exit a 
store may hr able to prevent s~lrgeons 
from leaving a sponge inside o patient., a 
study foud .  

Doc1ul.s at Slanford University Sr:hool 
of Mrrlicin? who ti!stett sponges enlbctl- 
drd with ra!iio.freu~tcncv idcntificntiol~ . ~, ~ ~ ~ 

I J Y G  Fail the ,)siell. hrrurec~l! 3.ertrrl 
jllrg*,ns when [la) dr l l t>d~l r i )  Iefl a 
alrjrlr? losire ;# ,en-.; l l  hr.l? ~ 1 1 ~ c d  i.rl<l 
 dl S I : ~  .nd wnvl'd i ~ T : ~ . ' I ( I  w31.d n v ~  
I .,, 

Rul lhey s~iid tilt. size ( l i  the clllpv 
iised- ahout 0.R of an inch- was tno lsrpe 
and would need to he reduced to be yrnrti- 
c.ll or1 sponges and surncal instrumonlu. 

Alcx Mncariu, a physician and prufcs- 
501' Of nlleslhesia who led the study, said 
Jle firtwe pnlbnbly will see n combina- 
tiun of tags and otller tcchniqiles sltch as 
mnnling tnstrl~in~nts artd sponges hefore 
and after an operation. 

"We need n syslem that is le;illy fail- 
safe: whero, remrdless of hmv people 
llsc this technology. the pntialt doesn't 
leave the upcraiina rwm with a retained 
tureigr~ horly." he said. 

The Stanford stlldy, p11blisht.d in (his 
week's Archives of Surgery, involved 
eight patients. It was Iundcd by the N;I- 
tional Insiltuteu ol Hedth and a gmnt 
iron1 the Smi~ll Business Innoviiiion ne- 
search prugranl, using spoogrs aevrl- 
oped by ClearCount MeUi~:d Lrlations 
Inc. of TJiltshlllYh. -~~~ . .~~~ ...- ~ 

dl .  Yntanll hns no 1u.mclal Int !I.ejls 
111 (:I,,a~C~unr but lwc of iht a~ltly ; co- 
dl1flI"r~ OU?I rvera. pnlrnls re.dtrd I, 
t a g ~ r d  Yllunces rind wurk for the alni, - .  
piny. 

The tngs emit ~ J I  idcntlfying signad 
whel~ prompled by a radio signal. Such 
taCs are widespread m~mmerrially for 
uses r;tngng frnm IuEgage back in^ atsd 
preventing cltrrency from being coluller- 
feilcd to shoplift~loss pnltectiun 411d aoto- 
mntcd hichway toll cullcction. 

One carlier study found that mndical 
pPrtiunncl left foreim objn:ts, rnost often 
spongeu, inside a patient's body in one 
orrt of avery 10.U00 sw~eries ,  cnrzsing 
colnplieatiuns that can ir~clude dfilfh. 




